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1. REFTEL A REPORTED ON BELGIAN PRACTICE AND EXPERIENCE 

IN RESPECT PRIMARILY TO THE ORGANIZATIONAL ASPECT OF JOINT 
COMMISSIONS CREATED BY ECONOMIC COOPERATION AGREEMENTS 
WITH EAST EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. SINCE SUBMITTING THAT 
REPORT, WE HAVE HAD OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS ATMOSPHERE 
AND TRENDS IN BELGIAN EXPERIENCE WITH E.DECASTIAUX, 

ECONOMIC COUNSELOR FOR RELATIONS WITH EAST EUROPE, MINFOR- 
AFFAIRS. DECASTIAUX IS SENIOR BELGIAN DIPLOMAT CONCERNED 
SOLELY WITH JOINT COMMISSIONS, SERVING AS CHAIRMAN OF 
BELGIAN DELEGATION TO MAJORITY. 

2. DECASTIAUX SAYS THERE IS A BASIC EASTERN BLOC 
TENDENCY WHICH DOMINATES RELATIONS IN THE JOINT 
COMMISSION: THE DESIRE OF EASTERN COUNTRIES TO CREATE 

A COMMERCIAL BILATERAL RELATIONSHIP BY MEANS OF ECONOMIC 
COOPERATION AGREEMENT AND JOINT COMMISSION. EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITY (EC) COUNTRIES ARE PRECLUDED FROM BILATERAL 
COMMERCIAL RELATIONS AFTER JANUARY 1, 1975 WHICH THE 
BLOCK IS ATTEMPTING TO CIRCUMVENT BY USE OF COOPERATION AGREE- 
MENTS. PRIMARY METHOD IS TO INSIST THAT "COMMERCE" 

(I.E., GOODS AND SERVICES EXCHANGED FOR PAYMENT) WHICH 
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RESTRAINTS (E.G., EC TARIFFS) AND SUBJECT ONLY TO CON- 
TROLS SPECIFIED WITHIN RELEVANT ECONOMIC AGREEMENT. 
THEREFORE, ECONOMIC COOPERATION AGREEMENT WHICH CREATES 
CHEMICAL PLANT IN POLAND, FOR EXAMPLE, SHOULD RESULT IN 
CHEMICAL PRODUCTS AVAILABLE FOR IMPORT INTO BELGIUM FREE 
OF EC QUOTA OR TARIFF RESTRICTIONS. GOB REJECTS THIS 
THESIS. 

3. SECOND METHOD OF FOSTERING BILATERAL COMMERCIAL 
RELATIONS IS BY ESCALATING LEVEL OF REPRESENTATION IN 
JOINT COMMISSIONS. BELGIAN PRACTICE HAD BEEN TO CHAIR 
THEIR DELS AT SENIOR WORKING LEVEL (DECASTIAUX AT 
PRESENT). BLOC HAS BEEN PUSHING FOR CABINET LEVEL 
REPRESENTATION: FOR EXAMPLE, MINFORTRADE FLANKED BY 
MINISTERS OF FINANCE AND COMMERCE. SOVIETS HAVE SUCCEEDED 
IN OBTAINING BELGIAN CONCURRENCE BUT GOB IS RESISTING 

IN JOINT COMMISSIONS WITH REST OF BLOC. RESULT OF SUCH 
MINISTERIAL REPRESENTATION IS REGULAR HIGH LEVEL 
BILATERAL CONFERENCES AT POLITICAL DECISION 
MAKING LEVEL. 

4. DECASTIAUX ALSO COMMENTED ON WHAT HE VIEWED AS MAJOR 
OPRATIONAL DIFFERNECE BETWEEN WESTERN AND EASTERN 
DELEGATIONS IN JOINT COMMISSIONS. BELGIAN DELEGATION 
(INCLUDING PRIVATE SECTOR REPS) AS REPRESENTATIVES OF 

A MARKET ECONOMY CAN ACT AT GENERAL POLICY LEVEL ONLY: 

I.E., IT CAN AGREE TO A TRADE MISSION, TRADE FAIR, 

AND DISCUSSIONS ON TRADE STATISTICS. IN REGARD TO 
ACTUAL INDUSTRIAL OR ECONOMIC AGREEMENTS IT CAN ONLY 
PROPOSE TO THE PRIVATE SECTOR WHICH THEN WILL ACCEPT OR 
REJECT. BLOC DELS HOWEVER REPRESENT A UNIFIED SYSTEM 
WHICH CAN DETERMINE WHETHER OR NOT IT WISHES TO 
PARTICIPATE IN A SPECIFIC CONTRACT. A JOINT COMMISSION 
(OR SECTORAL WORKING GROUP) AGREEMENT ON DESIRABILITY 
OF A CHEMICAL PLANT, FOR INSTANCE, MEANS THAT THE 
EASTERN COUNTRY HAS AGREED TO PARTICIPATE WHILE THE 
BELGIANS HAVE ONLY AGREED TO REFER THE PROJECT TO THE 
PRIVATE SECTOR FOR CONSIDERATION. THIS DIFFERENCE 
IN WORKING TECHNIQUE STEMMING FROM DIFFERENCES IN ECONOMIC 
SYSTEMS INEVITABLY LEADS TO THE WESTERN DEL BEING PLACED 
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